
Esther Hommel's siblings had all emigrated from Germany before the Nazi era, but Esther's 

niece Marguerite Salomons, née Barth, was murdered. She was the fifth child of Esther's 

youngest sister Klara, who was married to Hermann Barth. 

  Marguerite Salomons, née Barth (Source: Yad Vashem) 

 

Marguerite's family had been living in Zurich since October 1918. In 1938, the 25-year-old 

married Artur Salomons, a merchant born in Jessnitz/Saxony-Anhalt, and moved to 

Amsterdam with him. After the German Wehrmacht invaded the Netherlands, the couple tried 

to hide in various places in the Netherlands. In August 1942, they were seized by Nazi 

henchmen and deported via Drancy/France to the Auschwitz concentration camp, where 

Marguerite was murdered on September 3, 1942. 

 

Her husband was first sent to a labor camp there, was later deported to other camps, but 

survived the ordeal and was able to return to the Netherlands after the war, where he 

married a second time (https://spurenimvest.de/2021/05/14/salomons/). 

 

In January 1989, Nanny Fischhof-Barth created a Yad Vashem memorial sheet for her 

youngest sister Marguerite. 



 

 

  



Nanny (Nanette) Fischhof-Barth, 

 

  Nanny Fischhof-Barth 1994 (Source: private)    

 

Justus Hommel's cousin, worked in Switzerland during the Second World War as a social 

worker for Jewish refugees. The prize, which is awarded every two years by the Swiss 

'Foundation against Racism and Anti-Semitism', was named after her and her second 

husband Erich Fischhof (https://www.gra.ch/medien/fischhof-preis/). 


